Why 95% Attendance Matters
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‘Your commitment to attendance is an investment in your future’








At Cliff Park Ormiston Academy, we set a minimum attendance target of 95% for all students across the academic year.
The Power of Being Present:
No Gaps: Consistently attending ensures students do not miss vital classroom teaching. Missing even a small amount of time can create learning gaps that are difficult to close.
Full Opportunities: Excellent attendance means students can access the full range of clubs, trips, and exciting rewards we offer, enriching their school experience.
Positive Connections: Being in school every day helps students build strong peer relationships and feel a vital sense of belonging within the CPOA community, which boosts happiness and engagement.
We are partnering with you to achieve 95% or higher attendance.
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Answer: Persistent absence means a child may have one or two days off regularly, might even be half a day, but this in turn will eventually drop their attendance to below 90%.
Reflection for families:
Even if a child is very able in school, it can still be difficult for them to catch up with their learning.  The best way to avoid this situation is to keep the academy informed of any issues which are a barrier to their attendance, so we can work with you as a family.
December Attendance Celebrations



We are delighted to celebrate the dedication of our families! In December, 126 students achieved 100% perfect attendance! This is a brilliant display of commitment and resilience. To celebrate this our students enjoyed a festive film along with as much popcorn as they could eat! It was a very enjoyable morning.
 This achievement would not be possible without your constant support and encouragement at home and we truly appreciate the partnership we have with our families. 
As the New Year begins, our shared challenge is maintaining this momentum during these colder winter months. We know how difficult those chilly mornings can be, but we are committed to working together to ensure every student stays on track for the remainder of this half-term. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD?

Routines

Bedtime & Morning: Create consistent sleep and morning routines (e.g. laying out clothes, packing bags, healthy breakfast) to ensure readiness for school.
Appointments: Schedule all medical/dental appointments outside school hours or at the beginning/end of the day to minimise disruption.

Communicate and Engage

Contact School: Inform the school on the first day of any absence and provide medical notes when available.
Talk to your Child: Show interest in their school life and encourage them to share any problems or worries.

Stay involved: Attend parent-teacher meetings, school events, and communicate with teachers and the attendance office.

Prioritise Education 

Family Priority: Make education a family value, and ensure your child knows you expect them to attend daily.
Avoid Holidays: Do not take holidays during term time, as this leads to unauthorised absences. 

Address Barriers

Anxiety/Bullying: If your child is anxious, talk to the school immediately to find solutions and support, like working with the Safeguarding Lead or Head of Year.

Key Mindset
Be Firm but Supportive: Unless genuinely ill, your child should be at school.  Address attendance problems early by working with the school, not against them, to find solutions.

ATTENDANCE IMPACT ON GCSE OUTCOMES
95% - 	STUDENTS ARE FAR MORE LIKELY TO ACHIEVE STRONG PASSES (GRADE 5+) ACROSS SUBJECTS.
90% - 	STUDENTS MAY DROP AT LEAST ONE GCSE GRADE ACROSS SEVERAL SUBJECTS
85% - 		STUDENTS ARE LIKELY TO ACHIEVE ONE GRADE LOWER THAN EXPECTED IN MOST SUBJECTS.
80% & – STUDENTS ARE AT HIGH RISK OF ACHIEVING TWO OR MORE GRADES LOWER BELOW	THAT THEIR POTENTIAL. 


BELOW 
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