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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils
across three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical
experiences — and what changes we are planning in future years. This information
is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who
we work with to support our pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Music Curriculum Statement

We live in a world of music: sound and rhythm surround us. Music is a powerful uni-
versal language and without it, life would feel empty. Music is central to many important
occasions, for worship and supports our well-being and mental health. It is an integral
part of our school curriculum. Our music department aims to inspire a love of learning
in music. We provide a curriculum which enables each pupil to reach their full potential,
through performing, composing, sequencing, listening, and appraising. We empower
pupils to explore and develop skills which are transferrable into all aspects of their
lives.

Music is taught fully inclusively at both key stages, and in mixed ability groups. There is
equal access to music lessons for all students regardless of demographic, SEND sta-
tus, disadvantage, or any other characteristic.




Our Curriculum

In Years 7 to 9, students study music for one hour a fortnight in a fully resourced music
room. Due to the limited musical experience at feeder schools and the lack of cultural
capital in the catchment area, the most vital experience the students need is learning to
play an instrument, so we focus on performance skills which incorporates timing, nota-
tion, chords, melody, bass and rhythm.

Throughout Key Stage 3 students develop their skills through a constant returning to
the following fundamental principles:

* Rhythm, articulation, dynamics, tempo, texture, structure, harmony, instrumentation
and tonality.

« Students need to be able to apply their knowledge to a range of musical styles and
contexts.

+ Students need to be able to perform as a soloist and in a group.

Listening and appraising is not covered as separate lessons but, instead, is incorpo-
rated into all topics; the same being true of singing and vocal work, which features
within KS3 lessons. Students can develop and retain their knowledge because the mu-
sic curriculum is designed to revisit key skills and knowledge throughout both

Key Stages.

Students access music technology as part of both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 by us-
ing a full class set of computers with MIDI keyboards. Students in years 7 to 9 use the
online platform BandLab to support their composition and arrangement skills and to de-
velop their understanding of music technology tools.

At the end of each project in Key Stage 3, students are assessed on both practical and
theoretical aspects of the curriculum and students are given the chance to review their
learning and set targets for future development.

To reflect a 5-year journey, the core knowledge for the Pearson Tech Award in Music
Practice is built into all schemes of learning at Key Stage 3, as it is the intention that all
students are in a position to access the Key Stage 4 curriculum as an option choice.

At Key Stage 4 students have the opportunity to further develop their skills and
knowledge through the Pearson Tech Award in Music Practice.

Specification - Pearson BTEC Levell/Level 2 Tech Award in Music Practice

The following document shows the Progression Grid for the music department over 5
years

Progression Grid - Music 2024/2025

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf
https://ormistonacademiestrust.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/CPOA_OpenFaculty/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB54ABE23-E323-4CE8-82A0-A9B878D9BA2A%7D&file=Music%20Progression%20Grid%202024.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true

At Cliff Park Ormiston Academy, we offer a range of instrumental and vocal tuition in
addition to timetabled classroom music lessons. These include stringed instruments as
well as guitar, drums and piano.

The academy works with a set of inspirational, experienced tutors to deliver high
guality individual lessons each week. We have a musician in residence which is
sourced through the Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub. Their role can vary through the
year supporting extra-curricular activities as well as supporting the curriculum with their
expertise, particularly with Music Technology.

All students can access these lessons and those that are pupil premium or have
chosen music as a subject at KS4 are provided these free of charge. There is currently
a waiting list for both instrumental/Vocal teachers evidencing the popularity of the
resource.

The music room is a thriving community at lunchtimes where like-minded individuals
form lasting friendships through a love of music and the academy has four fully
equipped practice spaces which students can use before and after school and can be
booked for further practice time. Extra-curricular school clubs are also available to
enrich students’ learning, including Instrumental Club, Karaoke Club, Band Practices
and getting involved in the school production, both on and off stage.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Students get opportunities to take part in performances at the academy and as part of
music events in the local community. The music department is also collaborating with
other departments to put on the first production for 7 years.

The main events which have featured in the last few years include:

e Maritime Curriculum — Rogue Shanty Buoys — ALL year 7 students

e Panto — Gorleston Pavilion — Year 7

e Entries Annually into Ormiston’s Got Talent

e Entries into OAT EAST performances

e Primary School Performance — transition

¢ Royal Norfolk Show — Performances with Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub

e Assembly Performances — a variety of acts throughout the year

e Play-Produce-Promote — A local events organiser in support of Norfolk and
Suffolk Music Hub - opportunity for students to see live
performances/workshops etc (Great Yarmouth)




New collaborations are evolving every year and we continue to work with all partners to
ensure our students get access to all varieties of musical performances and
workshops.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

Music Technology

e To look into alternative DAW to BandLab, as it can have significant glitches,
as a more stable and useful DAW to complete the {Tech Award in Music
Practice. We would need a licence for 28—30 computers/workstations, so
there will be a cost on this.

Instrumental Groups

e Continue to develop these so they are capable of a full programme
performance.

e Encourage more participation and performances across the years — this
could be done through workshops

Trips and visits

e We would like to give students more opportunities to experience live
performances. We would like to arrange visits to performances further afield,
including orchestral concerts and musical theatre performances.

Further information (optional)

Links to Partners

Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub

Roque Shanty Buoys

Peripatetic Staff

Ms Suzy Angelus — Piano/Vocal/Strings

Mr Dan Mothers — Brass/Drums/Guitar/Music Technology — MUSICIAN IN
RESIDENCE



https://www.nmhub.co.uk/site/
http://shanties.co.uk/

Department For Education

Guide for parents and young people - music



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

