
GUIDED CHOICES 2025



We believe that every child…

• should be able to fulfil their potential.

• should have access to the qualifications they need to move on 
to college, training or apprenticeships.



Guided Choices

The CORE (compulsory) Courses
English 

Mathematics 
Science 

Religious Studies and PSHE
Core Physical Education 

3 Option Subjects
Humanity (Geography or History) 

Two ‘guided choices’



• Vocational awards are work-related qualifications suitable for a 
wide range of students. Typically, students need to complete 
controlled assessments and examinations throughout the two 
years.

• GCSEs are more traditional qualifications assessed solely by exam 
at the end of Year 11.

• Both types of qualification are considered “high value” and 
accepted by employers and further educational establishments 
across the country. 

Subjects and Qualifications



Subjects

OPTION P OPTION Q OPTION R

History French Art

Geography Mandarin Engineering

Art Health and Social Care

Drama Hospitality

Engineering Photography

Health and Social Care RE

Travel and Tourism Sport

Media Studies Travel and Tourism

Music Triple Science

Sport

Each option 
subject is taught 
for 6 periods a 

fortnight.



• The English Baccalaureate is awarded to any student who 
secures good (Level 5+) GCSE passes in English, Mathematics, 
Science, a language (Mandarin or French) and a humanity 
(History or Geography). 

• This full combination of GCSEs at grades 5 or above will 
entitle you to a certificate recording your achievement.

•  We will be discussing this route with identified students.

The English Baccalaureate



Subjects

OPTION P OPTION Q OPTION R

History French Art

Geography Mandarin Engineering

Art Health and Social Care

Drama Hospitality

Engineering Photography

Health and Social Care RE

Travel and Tourism Sport

Media Studies Travel and Tourism

Music Triple Science

Sport

Each option 
subject is taught 
for 6 periods a 

fortnight.



Subjects



• choose courses you know you will enjoy

• choose courses you are interested in

• choose a range of different courses, so that you have a 

broad base from which to choose your post-16 courses

• read the subject information very carefully

• ask the advice of your subject teachers and Form Tutor

• discuss it with your parents

What we tell our students



• choose a course simply because your friends have

• allow either you ‘like’ or ‘dislike’ of particular teachers 

to influence your choice

• choose a course because you think it might be easy

• drop any subject you may require for entry to a 

particular occupation or course

What we tell our students



• We will not let students take courses that are unsuitable, 

this is not to make them miserable but to ensure they are 

given the best opportunity to succeed.

• We cannot guarantee that everybody will get their first 

choice.

• Entry to examination courses will not be automatic.

Cautionary Note



The Form



Timeline

Date Step

4th and 5th March 2025 Subject Taster sessions

14th March 2025 Deadline for options

Wb 24th March 2025 Initial one-to-one meetings



https://cliffparkoa.co.uk/curriculum/ks4-guided-choices

Extra Support



Any Questions?
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