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6th December 2024
Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome to our weekly newsletter. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support.  Please see below some information about forthcoming events / dates for your diary. 

Students Success
Congratulations to Riya Singh and Olivia Seaton of Year 7 who did exceptionally well representing the academy excellently at the French Spelling Bee Regional Finals this week. They spent a short time learning and practising 100 new French words and we are immensely proud of them. 

At the end of the contest, Riya Singh emerged on top and won the Regional Finals.
This is a massive success as we competed with other OAT schools in the East. 

Riya will now move on to compete in the National Finals on 31st January in Cambridge, where she will compete with schools across the whole country. 
We wish her luck look forward to hearing how she gets on.

Focus Pouch Rollout
Our Focus Pouch continues to be very successful with the entire academy now phone free.   We are proud of the way our students have responded positively and would like to thank parents for their support.            A link to our Mobile Device policy can be viewed Here 

Vaping
During PSHE lessons about substances, a number of children have commented on the use of vapes by young people that they know. With this in mind, we wanted to raise awareness for parents.
Vaping is not for children and young people. Their developing lungs and brains mean they are more sensitive to its effects. 
If you find a retailer selling either nicotine vapes or tobacco products to under-18s, you can report a retailer to local authority Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice online portal.
If you would like more information please visit Smoking, E-Cigs & Vaping
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	Smoking, E-Cigs & Vaping
Advice and guidance for parents of older children and teens on e-cigs, vapes and smoking and how to support your child to be aware of the dangers
www.justonenorfolk.
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Our Christmas lunch will be held next Tuesday 10th December 2024.  This year we are offering students the option to book their Christmas lunch and join us in the Diner during period 4 
where a member of the SLT staff will serve the students lunch.  Christmas lunch can be booked and paid for on the parent pay app at a cost of £3.50 per student.
A grab and go Christmas lunch will still be available during normal Lunch time on the same day at a cost of £2.50. 
 
Christmas lunch menu 
Roast Turkey, Roast Potato, Stuffing ball, Pigs in blanket, Carrots, Peas & Sprouts. 
Vegetarian - Sweet Potato Parcel (served with above vegetables)
Dessert - White Chocolate chip brownie 

Student Absence 
We have a lot of parents letting us know their child is ill/has an appointment after 8:30am. Could we remind parents that they need to notify school before 8:30am for illness and in advance for appointments. Any emergency appointments we understand cannot be made aware in a advance.

Medication in the Academy
Please can we remind parents that students are not permitted to carry any form of medication with them around the academy.  If your child needs to take any medication during the academy day please complete a medical form and leave the medication with main office.  Student will be able to access the medication when required at break and lunch (or as directed by GP).  Thank you in helping us to support the safety of our students.

After School pick-ups
If for some reason you are delayed or your child misses their ride home please can you ask them to return to the front office where a member of staff will help them.   As the dark nights approach, we do not want students waiting outside on the road or being uncertain what to do in this situation.

School Diner
We are delighted with the positive response we have received from students regarding the new menus and food in the school diner.  

We continue to offer a free breakfast for all our students. The Breakfast Club is available between 8.00AM and 8.25AM and all students are welcome.

Please could I remind parents to make sure that you have placed sufficient funds on your child’s Parent Pay account to help maintain the smooth running of the checkouts.

Heads of Year Contact details 
If you need to contact your child’s head of year please email them or call the main reception to pass a message on for you.
Year 7  -  Ms Phillips   ephillips@cliffparkoa.co.uk
Year 8  -  Mr Warnes   mwarnes@cliffparkoa.co.uk
Year 9  -  Miss Harris  mharris@cliffparkoa.co.uk
Year 10 – Mrs Dudley  ddudley@cliffparkoa.co.uk
Year 11 -  Mr Callaby   rcallaby@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

Main reception
Opening hours for our main reception – 8.00 am to 4.00 pm Monday to Thursday.  8.00 am to 3.30pm on a Friday.   Telephone 01493 661504 option 2 or email enquiries@cliffparkoa.co.uk  

Attendance contact details
If you need to contact attendance please either call the student absence line – 01493 661504 and choose option 1 or email cpoaattendance@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

Reminder for PE Kit 
A polite reminder that students must bring in their PE kit for all PE lessons. However hoodies are not acceptable due to health and safety. 

Knowledge Organisers
Years 7, 8 and 9 all have their knowledge organisers. These are important documents that outline the core knowledge being studied in each of their subjects this half term. Students have been informed how the academy will be using the knowledge organisers, as well as how they can be used at home to help with their knowledge retention. Copies of the knowledge organisers and the six ways in which students can use them can be found on our website: www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/curriculum/knowledge-organisers

Please discuss the knowledge organisers with your child; it is important they are viewed by students as an essential part of their daily table service. As outlined in the letter and through assemblies, students will receive a sanction for not having their knowledge organiser with them for each lesson.

Punctuality Reminder
Students should be present on academy site by 8.30am
Punctuality plays a vital role in your child's academic success and overall well-being. Arriving to school on time ensures that students can fully participate in all aspects of the learning experience, including morning routines, important announcements, and instructional time.
We understand that there may be occasional circumstances beyond your control that contribute to lateness. However, establishing and maintaining a consistent routine is essential in ensuring your child arrives at school on time each day.

Uniform donation request
We support our students and families by holding a bank of spare academy uniform for any student who needs it for whatever reason.  We are asking for your help please.  If you have any uniform that your child has grown out of and you would like to donate it to our uniform bank that would be amazing.  Any donations can be given to our reception.  
Thank you in advance for any support you can give us.

SEND drop in reminder
If you have any concerns or questions around SEND, Parents and Carers are invited to attend a SEND drop in session which is held at the academy every Tuesday morning 8.30 - 8.50am. 

Parent Drop In reminder
Parents / Carers are welcome to drop into the academy to meet with myself or a member of my Senior Team every Wednesday. You do not need to make an appointment, please just come to reception between 8.50 and 9.30AM and we will be happy to meet with you. I understand the crucial role that parents play in a community school and welcome discussion on any aspect of our school community.

Unfortunately we will not be able to see parents who drop into reception outside of this period except where there is a safeguarding concern.

Important Dates
	Date  
	Event  

	Friday 20th December 
	Last day of term 

	Thursday 16th January
	Year 11 Mock Exam Information Evening

	Thursday 6th February 
	Year 9 Parents/Options Evening 

	Thursday 20th March 
	Year 7 Parents Evening

	Thursday 1st May 
	Year 8 Parents Evening 

	Thursday 15th May
	Year 10 Parents Evening



Thank you for supporting us in maintaining the high standards that we know you expect from Cliff Park Ormiston Academy. 
Have a brilliant weekend

Yours sincerely
Harry French   
Principal
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